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perpetual interference on the part of the administrative officers. He 
does not find that public charities satisfactorily take the place of the 
private and ecclesiastical charities that have been driven from the field. 
The fundamental defect of public relief is that " it tries to introduce 
uniformity in a matter that is diversity itself." He considers the state 
practically impotent to do what is most needed in relieving the poor, 
since its agents must be devoid of the warm personal sympathy which 
alone fits one for such work. " Money has not all the power attributed 
to it ; it is sometimes powerful enough to induce men to march to 
death, but it has not and can never have the influence necessary to 
induce them to seek a career of self-devotion at once obscure and 
lifelong." 

While this may be true, it is also true that the development of the 
spirit of self-sacrifice in civil officers is not impossible or unknown ; and 
public charities at their best, as in the Elberfeld system of out-door 
relief, are infinitely better than some forms of untrammelled ecclesiastical 
and private charities with which M. Hubert- Valleroux must have become 
acquainted in the course of his investigations. 

A. G. Warner. 



The Colonies, 1492-1750. By Reuben Gold Thwaites. New 
York and London, Longmans, Green & Co., 1891. — i2tno, 301 pp. 

This is the first volume of a new series entitled Epochs of American 
History, which is issued under the editorship of Professor Hart, of 
Harvard University. The scope of this work, — and it is presumed of the 
volumes which will follow it, — is essentially the same as that of the useful 
series upon the epochs of European history which appeared some years 
ago. The writer has given a brief outline of the history of the English 
colonies in America, with such references to French, Dutch and Swedish 
colonization as were necessary to an understanding of the subject. 
Introductory chapters treat of the physical characteristics of the eastern 
part of this country, of the Indians, and of the explorations which pre- 
ceded English settlement. The colonies are treated in groups, New 
England, middle and southern, and the account of each group closes 
with a chapter on the social and economic conditions prevailing within 
it at the end of the seventeenth century. The island colonies also 
receive a share of attention. The book closes with a sketch of cer- 
tain phases of development common to many or all of the continental 
colonies during the eighteenth century, such as boundary disputes, 
attacks on the charters, plans for colonial union and quarrels with 
royal governors. Four historical maps add to the value of the book. 
It is also supplied with ample bibliographies. 
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The object of the writer has been to produce a good text-book for 
schools, or a brief resume for the use of the general reader. He has 
succeeded ; the work is well done. The style is clear and agreeable. 
The most important facts in the history of the period have been correctly 
stated. Much information has been compressed within a limited space. 
A spirit of impartiality pervades the book. No special effort has been 
made to defend the cause of the colonists. It does not however appear 
that special use has been made of original materials. This indeed is not 
a fault, because it was quite sufficient for the purpose of the work that 
the accessible standard authorities should be judiciously used. 

In the treatment of the southern colonies it may be remarked that 
the author has failed to lay sufficient emphasis on the overproduction of 
tobacco as a cause of suffering and hence of political disturbance. It 
operated as such in Maryland, Virginia and North Carolina throughout 
the seventeenth century. In Virginia it had much to do with Bacon's 
rebellion and with the uprisings of minor importance that preceded and 
followed it. It appears to have been the real cause of the tobacco- 
cutting rebellion which occurred during Culpepper's administration. It 
was no new thing for the assembly to regulate the price of this com- 
modity and designate ports of shipment. This had been done at inter- 
vals since the earlier years of the reign of Charles I. Neither does it 
appear that the colony suffered from the extortions of Lord Culpepper, 
except so far as he was connected with the Arlington grant. The fact 
of the case was that the people were poor because they were producing 
a commodity which was a drug in the English market. In 1682 they 
wanted the assembly to order a cessation of tobacco planting. But the 
King prohibited the holding of a session until November of that year. 
As soon as this was known the cutting of plants began. The author 
also does scant justice to the memory of Governor Nicholson. 

On page 90 the author states that the Bahama islands were included 
in the grant made to the proprietors in the second Carolina charter. 
The charter in question was granted in 1665 and simply enlarged the 
continental boundaries of Carolina. The patent for the Bahamas was 
issued in 1670. The grantees in the latter case were not wholly the 
same as in the former. During the interval the Earl of Clarendon had 
been driven from public life and his name does not appear in the Bahama 
patent ; the name of Peter Colleton, moreover, is substituted for that 
of John Colleton. On page 204, 1693 is given as the date of the origin 
of county government in New York. The correct date is 1683, as is 
shown by a manuscript act of that date which is preserved at Albany. 
One of the excellences of this book is that very few erroneous state- 
ments can be found within it. 

H. L. Osgood. 



